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It's very likely that you or
someone in your household
uses a social networking site,
like Facebook, Bebo orTwitter.

They're great for keeping in touch
with friends and family, sharing
photos and updating pecple on
what we're doing and where
we're going.

Unfortunately, they're also a

mine of information for digital
criminals who can make use of
the information you post on social
networking sites to decide whether
you are a suitable target.

They look at the information
you post, your interests and
hobbies to decide if your house
is worth burgling. If you reveal

your location, they can even take

a look at your property using
Google Street View or find your full
address using 192.com.

With the development of location-
based apps for mobile phones,
such as Facebook Places and
FourSquare, they may also be able
to tell where you are and whether
you're at home or not,

“The key is to think twice before
giving information away. If it feels
uncomforiable, then it is probably
the wrong thing to do.”

Digital Criminal report 2010,
Legal & General
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ABOUT LOCATION-BASED APPS.

Location-based networking apps allow mobile device users to post
updates detailing their current whereabouts. Users can also tag
friends they’'re with and find friends who are using the service and
may be close by,

Burglars usually prefer to target properties which are empty, so if we
start advertising that we're away from home, it could be a boost to the
burglars’ earning potential.
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